LANDSCAPE  AFTER.  HOMER

tent of the hero, at the inland end of the Greek camp.
At line 654 Ajax says he will go cto the baths and the
meadows by the cliffs.5 Tccmessa sends the chorus to
search for him, part along the western, part along the
eastern bay (805) . The scene changes to a lonely spot
on the sea-shore overgrown with bushes at one part
(815). The body of Ajax is found by Tecmessa
in this copse, whence the chorus hear her cry :
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More important, in fact almost indispensable, and a
means of heightening the pathos of the hero's situation,
are the landscape features in the Philoctetes. In
defiance of Homer, who calls Lcmnos 'well-peopled,'
Sophocles makes the island uninhabited, as the part
of it to which Philoctctes was confined by reason of
his infirmity might very well have been. The scene
is laid on the north-cast coast, near Mount Hermaeum,
the modern Cape Plaka. The cave of Philoctetes is
situated in a steep cliff. Odysseus describes it as
open at both ends, one doorway looking seawards,
we may suppose, so that the inmate has ca double
opportunity of sitting in the sun,' morning and even-
ing. A little below, to the left, is a spring of fresh
water. The volcano of Mount Moschylus is within
sight of the cave, for during a paroxysm of pain
Philoctetes implores Ncoptolemus to carry him to be
burned cin yon famed Lemnian fire' (800). It is
referred to again in line 986. When bereft of his
bow, Philoctetes addresses his cave and pictures it as
a less inviting home than the words of Odysseus had
implied. It is 'now hot, now icy-cold' and infected
with his pain (1081-87). His farewell invocation to
the island gives a calendar of the sights and sounds
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